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INTERNATIONAL FINANCE: SPRING 2009
COURSE MATERIALS
We will not be using a Casebook in this class. Class materials will be available
from the class weblog at http://blenderlaw.umlaw.net/international-finance/.
The weblog will help to structure the course and class discussion and will link to useful
resources. You should check the weblog a couple of times each week during the
semester. The weblog and course materials together represent the materials for which
you are responsible on the exam. As far as the weblog goes this means items posted
directly to the blog, including any comments.
On the front page of the blog1 I will post material relevant to this class and will post links
from this page - you should read this material. I will sometimes post links to other
material - in this case you are not required to click through to the other site unless I
expressly state that you should do so.

COURSE OBJECTIVE
To learn about transnational financial transactions and about the ways in which lawyers
who work on different types of international financial transaction need to consider the
potential impact of different areas of law (including contract, tort, conflicts, fiduciary law,
and regulatory law (such as banking and securities regulation). In particular this course
will focus on issues raised by the transnational market turmoil which began in the
summer of 2007.

ASSESSMENT
EITHER
A three hour in class closed book written examination
OR a thirty page paper on a topic within the scope of the course.
IF YOU ELECT THE PAPER OPTION THE FOLLOWING RULES WILL APPLY:
1.You should make your decision about whether or not to write the paper by Monday 16
February 2009.
2. The topic must be approved by me.
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3. You must submit a draft of the paper to me for comment no later than Monday 23
March 2009 (the Monday after Spring Break). This draft must be a real draft of the
paper (i.e. more than an outline).
4. The final version of the paper must be submitted to me no later than Friday April
24th, 2009 (the last day of classes ).
5. I am happy to discuss outlines and drafts at any time.
6. If you fail to meet the deadlines set out above you will be required to take the
examination. In exceptional circumstances only I may waive a deadline.

ATTENDANCE AND CLASS PARTICIPATION
You are entitled to three unexplained absences from class during the semester. This is
not a policy which requires the Dean of Students’ office to certify that your absence was
“justified” in order for the absence to count as explained. In order to explain your
absence you may visit the Dean of Students’ office and fill out the form or you may
send me an email. I reserve the right to lower the grade of anyone who misses more
than three classes without informing me of the reason for their absence. If you miss a
class please do ask me if you have any questions about the material you missed.
Consistent and useful participation in class may raise your grade. Class participation
for this purpose includes useful participation in the weblog through posting of
comments, links to relevant materials and questions.

2

